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Judy Haddad of 5 Purple Oranges (center) presents a grant to fourth grade teach-
ers Patrick O’Connel (left) and Jeff McKean (right). The grant will pay for a Horicon
Marsh boat tour for the fourth grade students. (Mitchell B. Keller | DCP)

Judy Haddad (left) and Van Brunt Elementary principal Lisa Sawyer (right). Haddad
spoke about her late son Ilan and her non-profit organization 5 Purple Oranges to
fourth graders at Van Brunt on March 21. (Mitchell B. Keller | DCP)

Judy Haddad shows off binoculars students will use
on the donated Horicon Marsh boat tour. Haddad’s
non-profit 5 Purple Oranges was founded to honor the
memory of late son, Ilan, and serves as a way to pro-
mote an interest among young people in music, arts
and nature (Mitchell B. Keller | DCP)

Van Brunt fourth graders look at photos of Judy Had-
dad’s son, Ilan. Ilan died at age nine after a car crash
in Beaver Dam in 2014. He and Haddad had just fin-
ished a boat tour on the Marsh when the crash oc-
curred. (Mitchell B. Keller | DCP)

Judy Haddad of 5 Purple Oranges addresses two
fourth grade classes at Van Brunt Elementary.
(Mitchell B. Keller | DCP)

MITCHELL BRADLEY KELLER 

   Judy Haddad looks at home in front of children. 
   With dyed orange and purple hair (that blends to-
gether into hues of pink) and what seems like a per-
manent smile on her face, children are naturally
drawn to Haddad. 
   That is certainly all by nature and habit, as she is
the founder and CEO of 5 Purple Oranges, a non-

profit organization that promotes and funds youth
programs centered on music, arts and nature.  
   This year and last, Haddad donated a Horicon
Marsh boat tour to the fourth graders of Van Brunt
Elementary. She came to the school on March 21 to
drop off the donation and speak to the fourth grade
students about the gift and the mission of her non-
profit. 
   Haddad started 5 Purple Oranges after the death
of her first and only child, Ilan Hurtado. 
   Hurtado was just nine years old when he passed.
He was preparing to enter fifth grade. 
   Haddad and Hurtado drove up to Dodge County
from Illinois, their home state, in the summer of
2014. They spent one of the days of their Wisconsin
vacation at Horicon Marsh on a boat tour, enjoying
the wildlife and scenery. 
   Shortly after leaving the Marsh, the pair was rear
ended by a semi-truck while making a left turn just
outside of Beaver Dam. The semi was speeding,
and did not slow down before striking the vehicle. 
   Ilan Hurtado died of his injuries. Haddad says
she’s lucky to be alive. 
   No parent would blame Haddad if she retreated
emotionally and physically following the death of her
son. Only those who have experienced such a
tragedy can understand the unbearable loss. 
   But for Haddad, keeping her son’s memory alive
was important, not just for her, but for kids across
the country. 
   “I tend to do this to, not only keep Ilan's memory
alive, but also to remind the children that out of great
loss can come great gains,” said Haddad in a state-
ment to the Pionier. “I have chosen to keep Ilan's
legacy alive by giving to other children all the joys
he experienced in life:  music, art, reading, nature
and skateboarding.”
   Even the name of the organization memorializes
Hurtado. Five was his favorite number, and orange
was his favorite color. Haddad, when addressing the
class at Van Brunt, noted that purple was her fa-
vorite. 
   During her presentation to the fourth graders, the
students and Haddad initially buzzed with excite-
ment about the boat tour donation. Haddad ex-
plained what they were receiving and shared
favorite parts of visiting the Marsh. 
   “Bird watching was one of Ilan's favorite pastimes,
so this grant to the fourth graders to go birding on
the Horicon Marsh is very dear to my heart,” noted
Haddad.
   Haddad then transitioned to telling her story of
loss. Students listened quietly, as she shared stories
about her son and passed around his photograph. 
   She then opened the floor to the students, allow-
ing them to ask questions about the organization,
the donation or her son. 
   The fourth graders, most of whom are in an age
range between nine and 11 years old, showed sur-
prising understanding when speaking with Haddad. 
   Several students shared stories about their own
losses, whether it was grandparents, parents, sib-
lings, cousins, friends or pets.
   This is Haddad’s second year in a row donating
the boat tour to the Horicon fourth graders, and she
said every time she speaks to a group of young
ones they surprise her with their understanding of
the difficult subject matter. 

   “The first school visit I did was with the Van Brunt
fourth graders in 2018,” stated Haddad. “I have
been working with children practically my entire life,
so I understand that they’re able to grasp more than
we acknowledge. Yet, the depth of their questions
last year caught me off guard.”
   Haddad added that the organization didn’t initially
plan on serving as a coping mechanism for the
fourth graders, but after sharing her story to several
groups, it became clear that when students hear
Haddad’s story, they feel compelled to share their
own stories, in an effort to empathize with their gra-
cious guest and grapple with the their own mortality. 
   Fourth grade teacher Jeff McKean, who was with
his students during Haddad’s presentation, ac-
knowledged that important aspect to 5 Purple Or-
ange’s mission. 
   “Interacting with Judy the other day at her dona-
tion assembly really allowed the fourth graders a
chance to process the preciousness of life and al-
lowed them to empathize with her about the loss of
her son,” said McKean. “She really connects with
them in the short time she is here. Judy is such a
great example to all of us with how she honors her
son Ilan’s memory.”
   At the end of the assembly, Van Brunt principal
Lisa Sawyer thanked Haddad for her time and her
gift, and left the students with parting words of ad-
vice and wisdom, which she drew from the presen-
tation. 
   “When you go on the boat tour, you should be
thinking about Ilan. You should be thinking about
how fortunate you all are to continue having these
awesome experience,” said Sawyer. “[Ilan’s death]
was a tragedy, but [Judy] turned it into something
beautiful for all of you guys. When bad things hap-
pen to you, it’s hard, we know that it’s really hard,
but you can make good things come of that, and we
see you guys do that every day. Keep those things
going and know how fortunate you are.”
   To donate or find out more information about Judy
Haddad and 5 Purple Oranges, go to 5purpleor-
anges.org.

Non-Profit ‘5 Purple Oranges’ Donated Marsh Boat Tour
To Van Brunt Fourth Grade Classes
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